
St. Joseph City   
Candidate for City Commission 

Filing Packet  

The following information should be included in this packet: 

• Filing Instructions and Information Sheet

• Statement of Candidacy

• Affidavit of Identity and Receipt of Filing

• Statement of Organization Form for Candidate Committees

• Nominating Petitions – 3 Sheets

• Circulating City Petition Forms

Additional Digital Information: 

• Information Manuals –
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/Disclosure/cfr/filing-
dates/candidate-gub-committees

• Candidate Manual -
https://mertsplus.com/mertsuserguide/index.php?n=MANUALS.
CandidateManual#trailstart

Additional copies of the Nominating Petition may be obtained from the St. 
Joseph City Clerk 

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/Disclosure/cfr/filing-dates/candidate-gub-committees
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/Disclosure/cfr/filing-dates/candidate-gub-committees


THE CITY OF ST. JOSEPH 
CANDIDATES FOR CITY COMMISSION 

Instructions and Information 

1. The deadline for filing nominating petitions is 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 25, 2023
2. A minimum of twenty-five (25) signatures are required - but not more than 50 per petition

a. Complete the top portion of the petition prior to circulating the petition
b. Read “Preparing, Circulating and Filing Petitions” brochure provided
c. A fee of $100 may be paid in lieu of filing a nominating petition

3. Primary Election, if necessary, will be held August 8, 2023
a. A Primary Election will be held if more than six (6) persons file for the three (3) open

City Commission seats.
4. General Election will be held November 7, 2023
5. Forms which MUST accompany nominating petitions when submitted to the City Clerk

a. Statement of Candidacy – One (1) NOTARIZED copy to the City Clerk
b. Affidavit of Identity – One (1) NOTARIZED copy to the City Clerk

i. Office sought = City Commissioner
ii. Office = Non-partisan
iii. Term = Regular
iv. There is no filing fee

c. Statement of Organization Form for Candidate Committees - MUST be filed by all
candidates or subject to fine

6. A candidate must form a Candidate Committee within ten (10) days of becoming a candidate
and then has an additional ten (10) days to register the committee to the County Clerk’s
Office.

a. Must be filed for all new and/or re-formed committees
b. Committee Identification Number is assigned by the County Clerk
c. Full name of committee can be the candidate’s name
d. Treasurer of the committee can be the candidate
e. If the committee DOES NOT expect to receive or expend more than $1,000 for the

election, the reporting waiver section should be marked
f. If the committee, in fact, DOES NOT expend more than $1,000, no reports are

required
g. If after filing a waiver, the committee DOES receive or expend more than $1,000, a
report MUST be filed
h. If the committee fails to file for a waiver, the necessary reports MUST be filed

REGARDLESS of how little is received or expended
i. A depository must be listed but an account does not have to be opened
j. Questions regarding the “Statement of Organization Form for Candidate
k. Committees” should be referred to the County Clerk’s Office at 983-7111 ext. 8332



STATEMENT OF CANDIDACY  
To Become a Candidate for City Office in the 

City of St. Joseph, Michigan  
At a Primary Election  

REQUIRED BY SECTION 5, OF ARTICLE IV, OF THE CITY CHARTER, ADOPTED JULY 31, 1928 

State of Michigan, County of Berrien ss. 

I,             , being first duly sworn, say that I reside at 

, within the City of St. Joseph, County of Berrien,   

State of Michigan; that I am a qualified voter therein; that I am a candidate for nomination to the 

office of  to be voted upon at the Primary Election to be held 

on the 8th day of August, 2023, and that I possess the legal qualifications therefore, and I hereby 

request that my name be printed upon the official Primary ballot for nomination at such Primary 

election for such office.  

Signed:  

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public, on this ________ day of _________________, 2023 

__________________________________________________________ 
Notary Public, Berrien County, Michigan  

My Commission expires: _____________________________  
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