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Introduction

Parks, Recreation argteenspacesare important elements of all communitiethe community of St.
Joseph values iextensive, diverse and well maintainpdrk system Residentsecognizethat properly
planning for and funding an excellent park system is a critical component of continuing a high quality of
life for its residents.

Purpose

The purpose of the plan is to provide a guide for future park plannitige communityfor the next five
years. In addition, the plaallowsfor potential funding from the State of Michigan fatizen desired
park improvements.

Planning Process

The process used to generate the Master Plan consisted of the formationasksi PlarCommittee;a
community wide park surveynultiple public comment opportunities at regular City Commission
meetings, a thirty day public comment periaddfinal plan development.

Community Description

The City of St. Joseph (City) is locateBdrrien County, on the eastern shores of Lake Michigan at the

mouth of the St. Joseph River, aaithe confluence of the St. Joseph and Paw Paw Rivers. The City has

a shoreline of nearly 11 miles, including approximately 4 miles on Lake Michigan, 6mithesSt.
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surrounding Benton Harbor and St. Joseph. This area includes Benton, Lincoln, St. Joseph, and Royalton
Townships. These townships benefit from City residential and commercial development, and now have a
greater porton of the population and tax base. The Twin Cities area has a total populatdr060

that enjoy a significant number of unique economic, cultural, and recreational resources.

As with most cities, St. Joseph continues to experience transitions, ydartjcwith commercial and
industrial facilities. Harbor Shores Golf Course itsmsurrounding residential and commercial
developmentand the Edgewater redevelopment into a new office and residential neighborhood are the
most recent changes.

¢KS / AlG@Qa assétsindzdhitalitowrdcBarmuzdridinue to attract residents and tourists. New

attractions include the Silver Beach Center, #malWhirlpool CompasBountain. These, and the annual
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trends will ensure that the City is in a position to guide the tourism growth, and accomparmgnges

in property ownership, and economic patterns.
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Administrative Structure
The City of St. Joseph is organized under a Commiskoager form of government, and provides a

full range of public services including general government activgigdjc safety, public works, and
recreation to its residents.

The City Commission sets policy and directs the staff to implement take action in support of those
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responsible for dayo-day administration of the City. The City Manager supervises several department
headswhichserve as senior staff and control the operations of their respective departments.

City of St. Joseph Organizational Chart
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Paks Advisory Board

The Parks Advisory Board is made up of seven members of the community appointed by the City
Commission. The Board advises and provides recommendations to the City regarding specific Park and
Recreation related issues.



Funding and Budge
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Park System.
Parks Fund
101-751

Description 2008-09 2009-10 2010-2011
Salaries 185,212.00 195,300.00 200,000.00
Overtime 9,870.00 8,000.00 15,000.00
Salaries (Part-time) 63,582.00 85,000.00 82,400.00
Longevity 3,400.00 3,700.00 5,800.00
FICA 19,767.00 22,400.00 23,200.00
Health Insurance 41,604.00 42,400.00 36,400.00
Life Insurance 148.00 200.00 200.00
Supplies 15,267.00 22,000.00 20,000.00
Fuel and Oil 293.00 500.00 500.00
Repair and Maint. Supplies  35,660.00 40,000.00 50,000.00
Professional Services 7,956.00 23,500.00 10,000.00
Communications 894.00 1,200.00 1,200.00
Transportation/Education 145.00 500.00 500.00
Public Utilities 13,962.00 16,200.00 17,000.00
Routine Maintenance 24,010.00 50,000.00 50,000.00
Motor Pool Rent 111,084.00 90,000.00 72,000.00
Miscellaneous 1,362.00 500.00 500.00
Total Park Expense 534,216.00 601,400.00 584,700.00
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In 201062011 the following Park Capital projects are planned: Renovation of the Lions Park Restroom,
Replacement of the woodedeck on the Howard Pedestrian Bridge, Replacement of the existing fence
at Look Out Park. Total capital outlay is budgeted at $168,000.00 for these improvements.

Volunteers

Service Clubs and community groups play an important role in providing vollates and financial
support for the park systenThe[ A 2y &4 [/ f dzo Kl & & RadgioBdesan aniudly &
cleanup, and the Kiwanis Clhhas provided play equipmengdging and fall surfacirfgr Riverview Park
Tiny Tots and most recently Kinis Park

t I NJ

St. Joseph Public Schoa@sd other Agecies

The City and St. Joseph Public Schools do share their facilities to make the best of the available
recreational opportunities. For example, the High School baseball and softball fields are located in
Dickinson Park and the cressuntryii S | M€ &t Rierview Park, both of which are City facilities.

Maximum use of City and School District facilities is facilitated by such a cooperative approach. The City
and the School District presently share the maintenance of Dickinson Park, where the Schiobl Distr



maintains the park in the fall and spring, and the City maintains the park the rest of the year. There is
similar cooperation with other agencies in the St. Joseph area, including St. Joseph Todggradihon
group devoted to the promotion of the camunity through sponsoring various events to enhance the
City, notably including sponsoring free concerts through the summer at the John E. N. Howard

Bandshell.

Recreation Inventory
The City of St. Joseph owns and/or operates seventeen park propentigs residents. Total park
acreage exceeds 200 acres.

Name Facility Type City Role Acres Service Area

1 |Tiscornia Park Community Park Own/operate 16 County
2 |West Basin Marina Special Use Own/operate 7.94 Regior
3 |Lake Bluff Park Natural Resource AregOwn/operate 7.34 Community
4 |Upton Arboretum Natural Resource Areelewn/operate 2.3 Community
5 |Whirlpool Field Community Park Own/operate 5 Community
6 |Old St. Joseph Mini-park Own/operate 0.14 Neighborhood

Neighborhood Park
7 |Point Park Mini-park Own/operate 0.3 Neighborhoog
8 |John and Dede HowanPark Trail Own/operate 4.5 Community

Family Recreation Paf

(sole-use portion)
9 |Boat Launch Special Use Own/operate 3 County
10 |Lions Park Beach Community Park Own/operate 17.27 County
11 |Kiwanis Park Community Park Own/operate 19.2 Community
12 | Dickinson Park School-Park Own/operate 8.39 Community
13 [Milton Park Neighborhood Park |Lease/operate 2.24 Neighborhood
14 |Lookout Park Natural Resource ArejOwn/operate 14.5 Community
15 [Whittlesey Park Special Use Own/operate 2.64 County
16 | Tiny Tots Park Mini-park Operate 0.49 Neighborhooq
17 |Riverview Park Large Urban Park Own/operate 107 Community




Park Location Map
2. West Basin Marina
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Park Descriptions

Tiscornia Park

This 16 acre park with beach front on Lake Michigan and access to the north pier and lighthouse has a
designated swimming area, a pavilion overlooking the St Joseph Rivarrastfoom facility. The large
parking lot is a pay to park lot however City residents can obtain a sticker to park for free.

Because of the importance of the inner and outer lightha@itbe City of St Joseph is currently in the
process of acquiring them from the Federal government. The City plans on taking ownership potentially
in 2011 or 2012. The City is working with the Idgatoricalsociety to develop a plan to restore and
provideinterpretive displays to the public.

Margaret B. Upton Arboretum

The arboretum is a 2.3 acre linear park located
along the south shoreline of the St. Joseph River.
Recently a new concrete boardwalk and safety
railing was built along the western portiot the

site. The park contains numerous sculptures that
are periodically replaced with new pieces by the
Krasl Art Museum. The park also contains a walking
trail, drinking fountain, ornamental lighting,
benches, swings and botanically identified trees.

Whirlpool Field/Vine Street

Whirlpool Field was recently developed wih interactive fountain centered within the park. Prior to

the development the area was a vacant parcel of approximately 3 acres. The area has always struggled
with blowing sand from Siér Beach directly to the west. For many years the lot has been the location of
the Venetian Festival and overflow lawn parking for Fourth of July and other summer events. Whirlpool
donated the parcel to the city for the development of the fountain. Alariidp the fountain there is a

small pump house and concrete boardwalk with bench seating that bisects the park. Dune grass
plantings were added to the west of the fountain to block the sand and the area surrounding the
fountain was planted with ornamentatasses and perennials. A lawn mount was developed to the east
of the boardwalk. The park has become a very popular location during the summer. A parking lot to the
south has recently been changed to a pay to park lot to provide accessible and parkhreygark.



Lions Park Beach

Lions Park Beach is a popular beach for city residents and
visitors. This 17.22 acre park is located along the shoreline of
Lake Michigan. Parking is currently free and the two existing
park pavilions are always reserved durthg summer

months. The park also has a restroom facility and playground
area with picnic tables and grills. The St Joseph Lions Club has
purchased equipment and items for the park and continues

to help. This park is also the location of the city water

filtration facility which is undergoing major improvements.

John & Dede Howard Family Recreational Path

This multiuse path is located along approximately 5 acres of city owned land and provides accessible
linkage for area residents above the 60 foot tallfblnd the beachfront via a wooden bridge and
accessible switchback ramp system. The path continues to the north through a wooded area to the west
of the railroad tracks and then connects to Silver Beach, Whirlpool Park and the Upton Arboretum. New
improvements include lighting and benches.

LakeBluff Park

This linear park of over 7 acres in size is located along the west side of Lake Boulevard at the top of the
approximately 60 foot bluff that runs from Park Street north. The parknlbaserous memorialand

provides outstanding views of Lake Michigan, the lighthouse, and the newly developed Whirlpool
Fountain. The mature trees and passive seating areas adjacent to the walk add shade and gathering
areas. Throughout the summer months the park is used fondas markets, craft shows, festivals and
many other events. The Howard band shell at the northern end of the park holds concerts and has been
the location for many weddings. The park also has a newly renovated restroom facility that is accessible
via a ranp.

St Joseph Neighborhood Park (Bear Park)

This small neighborhood park of .17 acres is used for passive recreation. It contains a sculpture of a bear
(Josie) and her cubs. The 33' wide corner papkimarilymaintained by the Old St Joseph
Neighborhod Association.



Point Park (Froggy Park)

This park is located at the intersection of State and Main Streets and gets its official name from the
triangular pointed shape of nearly 1/3rd of an acre. Area residents refer to it as FPagkgue to the
fountain sculptures within the pool area. The park is strictly passive with ornamental lighting and two
teak benches.

L ookout Park

Lookout Park is located at the south end of the city limit along a soeeitook forLake Michigan. The

park B over 14.5 acres in size and runs for over one half mile in length along the west side of Lakeshore
Drive. The park extends west to the sloped hillside above a railroad right of way. The park is strictly
passive with a parking lot and observation platfodnCity welcome sign is located near the parking lot
entrance drive. The park is not continuous as the park consists of individual parcels that the city has
acquired one by one over the past 40 years. Individual residential lots currently interruptntiauity

of the park. The City would like to develop this park in the future as the southern city limit terminus for a
waterfront path system.

Dickinson Park

Dickinson Park is over 8 acres of land that is the location of 2 ball diamonds that are fdilizeche

fields by the St Joseph High located immediately to the south. The northern and eastern portion of the
park has mature deciduous trees. The park is also utilized by area residents as a dog walk area and
doggy waste stations has been added. Areadents also enjoy chipping golf balls and other

recreational activities within the space.

Milton Park

Milton Park is located on the site of the old St.
Joseph High School. The park is 2.24 acres and has
many mature trees, and numerous paths with
passiveseating areas. The park is used primarily by
neighborhood residents as it does not contain
parking other than on street. There is also a tot

age play structure and a wooden amphitheatre for
community use. Recently ornamental fencing was
added on the two igles of the park adjacent to

busy streets.




























































